Bradwell with Pattiswick Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on 10th December 2012 7:30pm

Present:

Councillors
Henry Biggs






Mark Harden (Chairman)





Renee Hockley-Byam






Mike Keepence






Tom Speakman

Also in attendance


Jessica Dawson (Clerk)





16 members of public
68
Apologies for Absence


Apologies received from Debbie Tyrie, District Councillors Abbott & Wright.

69
Consideration of Minutes of 12th November 2012 meeting

The minutes were declared a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.

70
Declarations of Interest

Mike Keepence declared an interest in village hall matters and Tom Speakman declared an interest in item 72.1.

71
Public Forum – To receive any representations from the public, councillors or police

Residents raised concerns regarding unpleasant letter and confidential minutes that were published in the village magazine. A feeling of ongoing mistrust between the parish council and the village hall committee and residents. Tom Speakman was invited to attend the last village hall committee meeting to explain the situation. He invited members of the public to attend the next parish council meeting to air their views. Concerns that a personal comment printed in the magazine has breeched parish council rules. A request was made for the councillor to apologise for the letter and resign from the parish council. The village hall is a popular asset within the village and is well supported and the committee feel let down by the parish council. Concerns that the councillor has bought the whole parish council into disrepute by their actions.
The village hall management committee thought relations were being repaired with the parish council but have now been put right back. Questions were asked requesting how much the precept has paid towards the village hall building works. The Clerk confirmed £5000 had been provided over two financial years. In October the meeting between the village hall management committee and the parish council saw an agreement to completing the rear extension on the village hall and refurbishing the kitchen before the grant expires. The architect is working on the rear extension drawings and schedule of works and tenders will be sought when paperwork complete.
The petrol station has now sought permission for the advertising boards on site.

72
Planning

72.1
Former Cattery, Goslings 12/01553/FUL


Proposed conversion & extension of former cattery to residential dwelling
Mark Harden to ensure neighbours are aware. No objections. Tom Speakman abstained.
72.2
Planning Results


Old Rectory Barn, Rectory Meadow, Bradwell 12/01418/FUL


REFUSED - Playroom/store over existing garage


Bradwell Hall, Church Road, Bradwell 12/01294/FUL


GRANTED – change of use of redundant farm buildings


Noted.
73
Correspondence

73.1
Residents concerns received regarding village magazine November edition – Parish council consideration of response only

The parish council can confirm the items were not placed by the parish council nor were endorsed. A statement to that fact will be placed.
73.2
Pattiswick flooding – residents communication with ECC
Highways have confirmed ditches do not require permission to be cleaned out but highways will not be undertaking the work. Serious flooding issues are dealt with by Defra. Flooding being a problem throughout the parish during the wet seasons.
74.3
Blackwater Aggregates – grant of £800 towards church & playing fields maintenance received

Clerk to send a letter of gratitude.


At the recent meeting with Blackwater Aggregates they confirmed sand is available to residents for flood defences and other projects. The Bradwell site won the BA gold award for the best site as it has done in previous years. January will see a new consultation on how preferred sites are chosen.
74
Bradwell Environment

74.1
A120 committee update
Flooding near the pedestrian crossing due to blocked drains, daffodil bulbs have been planted on the verges, the bus shelter has been litter picked but is in need of a deep clean. No response yet from the highways agency regarding A120 flooding issues, drain rodding has been put on the list for action. The pond near the church and the rear of Rectory Meadow overflowing and making its way out of the manhole onto A120 and running down hill past The Swan, this has been reported as urgent due to dangerous conditions. Also the pond on the village green adj’ to the church has overflowed causing graves to fill with water.
74.2
Other roads – any defects to report
During the freezing weather Tom Speakman can be contacted to spread grit where needed on the smaller back roads of the parish.
The BDC highways panel are looking into devolving minor highway maintenance to parish councils. Chairman to reply stating extra funds would be needed.
74.3
Playing field – any reports
Grass waterlogged. Renee Byam to carry out the next inspection. 

ROSPA safety inspection report for consideration
The safety report is noted with no high risk actions needed.
74.4
Street furniture (bins, seats etc) – any reports

Nothing to report.
74.5
Casual councillor vacancy – defer to the next meeting

Clerk to invite applicants to arrive before the next meeting commences.
75
Finance

75.1
Payments approved listed below of £469.57

75.2
2013-2014 Annual Precept – budget consideration and precept setting
Agreed to have small rises over the next 3 years to safeguard against a large rise when needed. Precept agreed of £9554.00 proposed by Mark Harden and seconded by Tom Speakman.

Clerk agreed to stay on temporarily until the Clerk’s position is filled.
76
Closure and Date of next meeting


The meeting closed at 21:23. Next parish council meeting 14th January 2013

Payments

	Jessica Dawson
	Clerk
	Salary
	198.97
	0.00
	198.97

	Jessica Dawson
	Clerk
	Office Exps
	7.20
	0.00
	7.20

	HMRC
	Tax
	Tax & Nics
	50.40
	0.00
	50.40

	Playsafety Limited
	General
	Inspection
	66.00
	13.20
	79.20

	A&J Lighting
	General
	Street Lighting
	111.50
	22.30
	133.80

	Total
	
	
	434.07
	35.50
	469.57


Signed ......................................................Date..........................................................

