Bradwell with Pattiswick Parish Council
Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting

held on 13th August 2012 7:30pm

Present:

Councillors
Henry Biggs






Mark Harden (Chairman)





Renee Hockley-Byam






Mike Keepence






Debbie Tyrie

Also in attendance


Jessica Dawson (Clerk)





5 members of public
1.
Apologies for Absence

 
Apologies received from Tom Speakman.

2.
Declarations of Interest

 
None were received.

3.
Planning:

            Bradwell Trout Farm

The property owner delivered information on the planning application and background information on the business. Questions were answered fully on all aspects of the business plan.
The parish council were concerned about the flood risks in the property area and the small holding’s capabilities.

The meeting closed to the public to request the business plan financial status.

The meeting re-opened with the parish council voting by majority to object to the application. The application contravenes policy RLP86 River Corridors as site unsuitable for development due to high flooding risk. The application contravenes policy RLP 78 Countryside as a rural location to remain undeveloped. The proposed business for the site is not within a designated location of employment land and is outside the defined settlement boundary and within green belt land, The council believes that the applicant has not demonstrated the need for a dwelling to be built on-site as the applicant could purchase a house within the village to be near to the site and occupy the on-site caravan in times of extreme need (such as at times when his animals are about to give birth). The business plan is not viewed as significant enough to fulfil the need for a family dwelling and it is questionable how sustainable the business is. The expenses associated with the business appear to be very much on the low side.
4.
Bradwell Environment:

            Report on Meeting with Highways Agency at Bedford
The A120 committee met with highways agency officials to discuss the outstanding highway issues along the A120. Verge maintenance is listed for twice a year with extra cuts at extra costs. Bradwell would prefer to use their own contractor but the highways agency is not in favour. The dreadful job currently done by Atkins will be investigated. The Hollies Road junction is in need of an urgent cut on safety grounds. Weed killer is currently used but not with enough due care and attention. Atkins will also be requested to undertake work with a more sympathetic view to the village location. Cars currently parking on the verge could be requested not to park there by the parish council. The drainage problems repeatedly reported will be investigated. Resurfacing 50m either side of the bridge will be done this year with the footway resurfacing also due. Tree and bulb planting will be requested in the programme of works. No further information was given on the life expectancy of the bridge. Lighting now been identified as too bright and the traffic control lights will also be assessed. A litter pick and clean up is also required.
 

5.
 Auditor’s Report

The final internal audit report was delivered with concerns pointed out regarding the building contract, the outstanding loan from the village hall committee and the future of the project. The internal auditor answered questions fully on his findings. The annual return was approved by the council and the internal auditor. Report to be published.
6.
Bradwell Parish Council Vacancy
Due to the resignation of Councillor Roy Webb a casual councillor vacancy has opened. Braintree District Council has been informed and notices will be placed on the notice boards.
 

7.
Date of next Parish Council Meeting

            Monday 10th September 2012

Signed ......................................................Date..........................................................

